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hunted while they declared themselves the National
Assembly of France; and then tardily and mal-
adroitly intervened with a scheme of constitutional
reform which on May 5,1789, would have been saluted
as a splendid gift, and on June 23 was viewed as a
grudging and insufficient concession.

But this was only part of his error or misfortune.
It would perhaps have required a great man and a
hard man to shake himself free from the aristocratic
influences which had hitherto surrounded him and to
make it clear to the world that neither the Queen
nor the court camarilla had any part in shaping his
course. Louis was not capable of such a determina-
tion. He could not clear himself from the meshes
in which he was fatally implicated, by showing a
frank, continuous and unreserved goodwill to the
cause of reasonable constitutional reform. The
Queen, was his more determined half, and she hated
the assembly with a hate which was not dissembled
from tliq world. On July 12, 1789, she obtained a
victory over her husband. Necker, the popular
Swiss minister, was dismissed, and troops were massed
under the ^farshal de Broglie to overawe the Paris
mob. A really effective display of force would at
this time hav^secured great benefits to France, but
Louis was not\the man to impress upon his sub-
ordinate officers \the supreme necessity for vigour.
The troops were Blackly handled, the Paris mob was
allowed to storm the Bastille, and, overwhelmed by
popular clamour anid disturbance, the unfortunate
King recalled NecBrer to his counsels. He now
appeared in the eyesj of the club politicians of the
capital as the centre <\f a military conspiracy against
the principles of the \revolution. That conspiracy